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Whitney Development Group Celebrates Completion 
of Upper Story Apartments in Downtown Atlantic
Leaders of the Whitney De-
velopment Corp. celebrat-
ed the completion of four 
upper-story apartments in 
downtown Atlantic with an 
open house event on August 
23rd.

The building, which is going 
by the name 300 Chestnut, 
has an unfinished commer-
cial space in the lower level, 
along with a storage area 
with a garage door that is 
being rented, and four apart-
ments upstairs.

Paul Gude, CEO and Pres-
ident of First Whitney Bank, 
said the project started by 
obtaining the building and then, with the help of SWIPCO, securing an upper-story housing grant. The 
grant was awarded for $300,000 to aid the apartment construction in May of 2022.

The apartments consist of two 2-bedroom units and two 1-bedroom units. During the open house Whit-
ney representatives stated that they want-
ed the work to stay with local businesses. 
Eric Steinhoff Construction was the lead 
contractor on the project. Reds Masonry 
of Villisca did the tuckpointing, McDermott 
and Son Roofing repaired the roof, Cam-
blin Plumbing and Heating did the HVAC 
work, Brown Electric did the electrical, In-
terior Touch did the flooring, W&S Appli-
ance installed the appliances.
	

	 				        Continued.........

Main living area of an apartment at 300 Chestnut
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The City of Elliott Food Pantry was recently awarded a valuable grant 
from the Iowa Economic Development Authority to strengthen their in-
frastructure and supply of fresh food. The Elliott Food Pantry received 
a Community Development Block Grant in the amount of $19,327.  
These funds are coming from the remaining COVID relief money 
and were designated to benefit food pantries or broadband access. 
The Elliott Food Pantry was opened in 2021 as a direct result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and people losing employment or not being 
able to afford basic needs. Since its inception the pantry has had an 
increase in users and this grant will help them support the growing 
need.

With these funds the Elliott Food Pantry plans to use around $12,000 
to purchase fresh foods. Currently they are only able to offer mostly 
highly processed foods. The pantry also plans to purchase new refrigerators and freezers, as well as 
more shelves to help store fresh produce, meats, milk, yogurt, and other perishable items.

The Elliott Food Pantry Volunteer Committee stated, “The Elliott Food Pantry is extremely thankful for 
the generous grant. This will enable us to provide healthy food for everyone in our community who 
walks through our door.”

Southwest Iowa Planning Council helped the pantry complete the application to obtain the funding 
and will help them with implementing the funding now that it has been awarded. SWIPCO assists 
communities in the region with grant applications, writing plans, project management, codes and ordi-
nances, and more. Projects such as this help improve the quality of life for Southwest Iowa residents.

300 Chestnut Apartments Contintinued...

City of Elliott Food Pantry Receives Valuable Grant

Bedroom of an apartment at 300 
Chestnut

Gude stated that the unfinished downstairs commercial space will be 
built out to the specifications of the business that comes in. He said they 
have had some interest in the space already. The storage area is being 
rented out by Interior Touch.

The units will be available to rent from the Whitney Development Corp. 
Prices vary on the unit and all utilities are included except water and 
electric.

This marks the completion of the second recent upper-story housing 
project. Two apartments were completed at the end of 2023 at 509 
Chestnut Street. City officials are hopeful that progress continues on 
other downtown buildings and there has been some interest in other 
locations being updated.



SWITA Sets Another Ridership Record for FY2024
Southwest Iowa Transit Agency (SWITA) is celebrating another year of record ridership for Fiscal Year 
2024. From July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024 SWITA provided 552,231 rides. This milestone tops last 
year’s record mark of 542, 457 total rides, showing the continued importance of public transit in South-
west Iowa. 

SWITA helps get riders in the region to work, education, healthcare, and much more. SWITA’s work-
force transportation services provided approximately 94,000 rides this fiscal year. Taxi rides are avail-
able in Atlantic, Glenwood, Harlan, Missouri Valley, Red Oak, and Shenandoah. That service notched 
54,808 rides this year; helping residents complete their day-to-day activities.

Fiscal Year 2024 riders travelled a total of 1,880,799 miles during 116,792 hours of vehicle operation. 
Obtaining cost-efficiency during that much public transit service can be a major challenge, but SWITA 
has improved that metric each of the past three years, leading the state among rural agencies.

SWITA is proud to be part of transit equation for so many here in eight Iowa counties. SWITA’s ride ser-
vices include that workforce transportation and those taxis along with medical transportation, student 
transportation, and special/charter trips.         
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SWITA Ridership Thrives Again
SWITA vehicles are equipped with 
wheelchair accessibility and one 
personal attendant rides free.

SWITA has earned major honors 
for its service this year. SWITA was 
named the Iowa Department of 
Transportation’s Regional Transit 
System of the Year and received 
the FTA Region 7 Rural Transit 
Systems Award of Excellence.

To find out more about SWITA 
and the services offered you can 
browse SWITA.com or call 800-
842-8065 or 712-243-2518. Follow 
us on Facebook for regular updates 
as well. SWITA services are open 
to the public.

The Update

SWITA Shuttles Lined Up in Red Oak
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Chris Parks
Communications Coordinator

1 Year of Service
Birthday Month

Sandy Hansen
Grants Specialist III
17 Years of Service
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Julie Hays
Transit Scheduler I

Birthday Month

Phil Richter
Inspector I

Birthday Month

Mark Lander
Transit Director

10 Years of Service

Kristen Templeton
Transit Coordinator
10 Years of Service

John McCurdy
Executive Director

Birthday Month

Erin Hudson
Community Development Director

Birthday Month

Barb Boggs
Grants Specialist I
1 Year of Service
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Reflections on a year at SWIPCO...
Chris Parks
Communications Coordinator
I just recently hit the first-year milestone of being with SWIPCO. Milestones typically induce some 
reflection, and I’ll share a bit of mine. I think we all have a desire to be proud of the region we live in, 
and working for SWIPCO and SWITA for a year has given me many reasons to be proud. A lot of great 
projects are completed and services are delivered throughout our home, and it takes a lot of people and 
entities to make those things happen. A lot of hard work goes into a disaster recovery housing develop-
ment, or a downtown façade revitalization, or a new community facility project. I often am lucky enough 
to be there to see and celebrate the finished product, after the hard work is done.

It’s very rewarding to try to tell the stories of those successes and it’s been enjoyable and enlightening 
to see SWIPCO and SWITA’s role along the way. You never have a full understanding of an entity until 
you’re immersed in the day-to-day and I have been blown away by the number of things SWIPCO and 
SWITA do to assist member communities and counties. Everything from repairing a home to community 
planning to getting people to medical appointments and so much in between.

The greatest thing about finished projects and services delivered is the ultimate impact on lives. New 
housing projects have been completed in multiple cities providing an opportunity for flood impacted or 
low to moderate income families to find a home. Southwest Iowa Families Inc. opened a new facility in 
Clarinda that will expand their mental health and support services for residents of the region. The City of 
Stanton celebrated their downtown revitalization earlier this year and it’s brought tremendous business 
and job growth to their community. SWITA celebrated another record year of ridership; helping people 
get to work, appointments, school, and activities. I’ve seen and heard from many along the way about 
how grateful they are for these things.

I’ve also learned it’s not always smooth and easy to make these things happen or come to life, but the 
end result is rewarding. I’ve had my own share of learning curves to navigate and I’m still learning every 
day. My former career in radio allowed me to connect with what was happening in the region and now 
I still get to do that, just in a new way and different persepective. It’s been an enjoyable year and I look 
forward to bringing you more stories to be proud of in Southwest Iowa moving forward.

Chris Parks 
Communications Coordinator

Nicole Rhodes
Grants Specialist II

Phil Richter
Building Inspector I

Kyle Rock
Maintenance Assistant

Allie Strauss
Building Permit Technician I

Kristen Templeton
Transit Coordinator

Michael Wolff
Transit Scheduler I

Teresa Wright
Finance Specialist

Tammy DeBord
Grants Specialist III

Mark Hansen
Fleet Mechanic

Sandy Hansen
Grants Specialist III

Ashley Hayes
Disaster Recovery Coordinator

Julie Hays
Transit Scheduler I

Dee Holtz
Administrative Assistant

Holly Jackson
Planner I

Matthew Lee
Building Inspector II

Kersten Abild
Transit Scheduler II

Ann Anstey
Grants Specialist II

Mary Auten 
Grants Specialist I

Michael Ballinger
Safety Coordinator

Barb Boggs
Grants Specialist I

Dani Briggs
Lead Planner

Tracy Clark
Transit Scheduler III
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John McCurdy, AICP

Executive Director

Mark Lander
Transit Director

Erin Hudson
Community Development Director

Daurine Petersen
Administrative Services Director

Rhonda Brown
Finance Manager

Brandie McFarland 
Human Resources Specialist
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